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partner ministries all over the world, I want to thank you for your

See, I am doing
a new thing!
Now it springs
up; do you not
perceive it? I am
making a way in
the wilderness
and streams in
the wasteland.

faithfulness to this mission. We’ll keep working until every place on

ISAIAH 43:19 NIV

Holly and I are amazed at the new things God is doing. As we step
into leading this ministry, we are as resolved as the leaders before
us to finish the task of reaching everyone, everywhere. God’s people
have used their creativity and made great sacrifices to share Jesus
with everyone they can. You are one of them. God is truly on the
move! And, thanks to your partnership, soon His work will be
accomplished here on earth!

Josh Newell
Executive Director
Jesus Film Project®

T

hink back to the moment you first met Jesus. You were forever
changed. You share that moment with people all around the

globe. God is calling people to Himself in incredible ways—one heart

at a time. His work is moving us ever closer to completing the task
He gave us to preach the gospel to everyone, everywhere. And you
are playing a critical role in accomplishing it.
Along with Jesus Film Project® staff members and more than 1,500

the earth has someone who can tell others about Jesus.
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A Risk Worth Taking
“Isa will come,” they all said, calling Jesus by His Arabic name.
“Why?” Gawdat asked.
STORY

People
Reaching People
When people come face-to-face with Jesus,
their lives are forever changed.

“Because He is good, and He was lifted up.”

I

t had been a long 11 years for Saba and her husband, Ikhlas.
First, Ikhlas became a believer, leading Saba to accept Christ two

years later. But when Saba’s relatives learned about her faith in
Christ and rejection of their religion, they wanted to kill her, Ikhlas

By this Gawdat understood they believed God had spared Jesus

and their children.

from death and taken Him into heaven like Elijah. They did not
know about His sacrifice on the cross.

The couple had no choice but to flee to another town, severing ties
with Saba’s family. Nine years passed with little contact—before

Becoming Convinced

“No, Isa died,” Gawdat told the group. “Let’s watch and see

T

As the scenes of Jesus’ arrest and beating unfolded, every one

telling them to return to their hometown. They bought a house and

of the refugees sat still with wide eyes. They wept as the nails

invited relatives to visit. Cautiously one of Saba’s brothers, Israr,

pierced His hands. They became convinced of His death and

came to talk.

God intervened.

what happened.”
With seeds of faith and years of prayer behind them, they felt God

What does it take for a life to change?
Consider this story from a country in the Middle East where
believers meet the physical needs of refugees fleeing war—and
take the opportunity to introduce them to Jesus.

he six refugees gasped when they saw Christ expel a demon from
a possessed man while they watched the film, JESUS. They could

not believe someone in such deep peril and bondage could
find freedom.
Gawdat, a Jesus Film® worker, paused the movie to answer the many

“For every dollar you give to

questions the scene had stirred. “Christ can free you as well,” he told

the Jesus Film, God will do

them. “The love of Jesus can release you from any bondage.”

something amazing. God says
His Word will not return void.

Moved by what they saw and heard,
all six refugees accepted Christ as Savior.

That means that every time
someone watches the JESUS
film, they are hearing God’s
Word, and it will not return
void. God’s story in your own
language is unstoppable.”
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celebrated with the disciples when He rose from the dead. One
of the women burst into tears and, recognizing the miracle of

Each day, Saba and Ikhlas spoke to Israr about God and encouraged

the Cross, proclaimed Jesus as Messiah!

him to read the Bible. Israr agreed to read and study Scripture.

These refugees and many others like them have had a face-

POINT OF CONNECTION

to-face encounter with a God who loves and accepts them. It
changes them, and their families start to notice. Many times,
they return home with a joy they can’t keep to themselves. The
Jesus Film staff members teach them that sharing their faith
is a central part of growing in their relationship with Jesus.

With another group of refugees, Gawdat once again had to pause

Sometimes they face resistance and rejection. Sometimes a

JESUS halfway. They had so many questions. This time Gawdat

whole family is transformed.

countered with a question: He asked the group who would come

The grace and forgiveness of Jesus Christ
can literally change people from the inside
out! Watch this video from one of our
church-planting partners, The Timothy
Initiative, about Jacob, a powerful witch
doctor who experienced radical changes in
his life when he began serving Jesus as his
master. Visit arc.gt/ar1 to see Jacob’s Story

on Judgment Day.

on screen.
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The JESUS film is an
essential piece in
whatever is going on
here. God is doing
something and the
story is unfolding.

IN 2017

374,667,806
42,118,303
V I E W S O F J E S U S F I L M TO O L S , RE S U LTE D I N

I N D I C ATE D D EC I S I O N S TO F O L LO W C H RI ST

Eventually they watched the JESUS film with him, and Israr attended

another said she would study the Bible more. Slowly but surely, God

their house church. Israr’s interest grew with every church meeting

is drawing this family to Himself.

JESUS FILM® PARTNER REACHING PEOPLE
IN NORTH AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST

until Christmas, when he said he had struggled with his thoughts and
feelings all night.

RANDY

Habits are hard to break. Ideas adopted and lived out since childhood
don’t dislodge easily. But when people who have lived in spiritual

Despite warnings from his mother and threats from his father, Israr

darkness get a glimpse of the light of the gospel, they are drawn to it.

accepted Christ and returned home to witness to his family! Just like

They have questions.
POINT OF CONNECTION

Saba, he saw their family members’ need for salvation because
®

Jesus Film Project resources help them explore their questions.

Meet Diana—a woman overwhelmed

The films bring to life the truth of God’s unconditional love, His

he had experienced God’s love firsthand.

by the love of Jesus. Because of the

forgiveness, His invitation. And when people see and hear the

grace she’s experienced in her own life,

films in their heart language, they have an authentic encounter
Israr went through house-church training with Global Church

she is now building more communities

with the Lord.

of believers who are also growing in

Movements, a Cru® ministry focused on fulfilling the Great
Commission through church planting. With the fire of the Holy Spirit

One by one, lives are changed—over 42 million lives in 2017 because

upon him, he proclaimed the good news to his and Saba’s siblings.

of your contributions to Jesus Film Project.

grace. Visit arc.gt/ar5 to see Diana’s
story on screen.

After watching JESUS, one of the sisters accepted the Lord and
6
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For weeks Shen spoke with the couple through social media. He sent
them gospel messages and asked them to watch JESUS in their heart

Bringing Her Friend
to Jesus

language through the app. One month after meeting Shen’s team,
STORY

A Global
Spanning Network
With digital technology, the gospel is no longer limited by
geographical or political borders. It can go everywhere,
available to everyone.

Taking Steps Toward Jesus

U

Uang and Quan proclaimed they’d received Christ in their lives!

S

tudents in Eastern Africa

Because of Shen’s dedication and Jesus Film media in their heart
language, he helped this East Asian couple step from casual
fascination to fully following Jesus.

also long for spiritual truth.

On one campus in an area
dominated by Islamic teaching,
Christian workers fasted and
asked God to make a way for

Providing Gospel Touchpoints

I

the gospel. Once they ventured
on campus, they met Adilia and

n Muslim Central Asian countries, university students come

showed her My Last Day, an

from the rural countryside to the cities looking for ways to fit in.

animated short film about Jesus

Over half the world’s population is urban. So ministry leaders are

and the thief on the cross. She

constantly looking for tools that work—tools that can withstand the

gladly responded to the gospel

competition for students’ minds.

by placing her faith in Christ.

ang and Quan listened to Shen, stunned. They had never heard
something as intriguing and unique as the gospel. The couple

had lived their entire lives in an isolated region of East Asia—they
had never heard of Jesus.

The Jesus Film app helps believers stay relevant
in these urban settings.

The following few days, the
team taught Adilia how to live
out her faith using Walking With
Jesus, a miniseries depicting a

Although Uang and Quan were fascinated, they weren’t ready to

Dan, the director of Student-Led Movements for Cru in Central Asia,

Kenyan African chief learning

receive Christ into their lives.

knows students in the Muslim world need 20-30 “gospel touch points”

principles of the Christian faith.

before they are ready to receive Christ. “Discovering the gospel is a

She grew in her understanding

Shen didn’t want to give up. He and his team were leaving the

process. So we ask, ‘What are those valuable strategic steps that can

of how Jesus loved and accepted

village, so he bought Uang and Quan a smartphone to stay in touch.

help them make huge jumps?’ Once they are introduced to gospel

her, and she wanted to tell her

Before he left he set up the couple with a social media profile and

concepts with Jesus Film tools, we can help them make the jump to

roommate, Mirah.

installed the Jesus Film app.

receiving Christ.”
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But she was scared
because her
roommate was
a Muslim.

watch videos as usual, but this

longer closed to the gospel!

time she found new ones. These
videos made her feel good and

Thanks to digital technology

loved. She wanted to know the

and the power of film, people in

Jesus she saw in them. With

East Asia, Central Asia, Eastern

Adilia’s help, Mirah committed

Africa—and everywhere in

her life to Christ.

between—are discovering

Adilia decided to copy Jesus

the gospel. And thanks to

Film media to her phone. Then

The next day, Adilia brought

your partnership, believers

she left it on her bed for Mirah

Mirah to the staff team. She told

are equipped to have gospel

to notice.

them, “Now I know who Jesus

conversations using an app—

is!” The team still marvels at

the Jesus Film App.

When Mirah came back to their

God’s ways and the opening He

room, she took Adilia’s phone to

provided. This campus is no

9

“Digital ministry
occurs at the

8
1

Top 10

intersection of digital
technology, audience

countries using the
Jesus Film Project® app

engagement, and

2

effective visual media.”
0 1 U N ITE D STAT E S
02 INDIA

GABE HANDY
DIRECTOR OF
DIGITAL MEDIA
JESUS FILM PROJECT®

The Reach of
the Gospel on
Digital Highways

3

03 GHANA
0 4 N I G E RI A

4

0 5 TA N Z A N I A
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6

10
7
“We thank you so much for
being the Enabler! Without the
JESUS film, we could not get
an open door into the areas in

9

which we work. We could not
reach the illiterates. We would
not see the harvest that is
happening now!”

06 BRAZIL

Over 100 Million

D I G ITA L V I E W S O F J E S U S F I L M ® TO O L S W O RL D W I D E I N 2 0 1 7
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07 INDONESIA

JOYCE

08 CHINA

JESUS FILM PARTNER

0 9 S O U T H A F RI C A

REACHING UNREACHED

1 0 K E N YA

PEOPLE GROUPS IN INDIA
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One of the translators, Yuli, volunteered
her husband, Chan, to be the voice actor

STORY

Working out
the Translation
Read the words of Jesus Film® recording technicians who have

I’ve never met anyone like Sara*! She

for Jesus. He complained, “I don’t even

Daniel, one of our voice actors, was

voiced the role of Magdalena for the

really know who this Jesus is.” Chan had

forced to flee his homeland because

film Magdalena: Released From Shame

been angry at Yuli for wasting so much

of wars and chaos. Tears trickled

in her Central Asian native language.

time and energy on the translation

down Daniel’s face as he shared

At the beginning of this project, only

In spite of many hardships, Sara walks

work. Even so, Chan’s voice fit the

about the loved ones he had lost.

six out of the 20 actors professed faith

by faith and brings light to each place

character of Jesus, and he reluctantly

But then he smiled and said he has

in Christ. On the first day of recording,

she enters. Many days she burst into

agreed to start recording.

gained everything through having a

those six gathered with Kristine and me

relationship with God. “God chose us to

to pray. During the week of recording,

song on our taxi rides to the studio,

Recordings as of
December 31, 2017
J E S U S F I L M ® TO O L S
P RO D U C E D I N 2 0 1 7

and when we finished recording, she

Each day we took turns reasoning with

be Christians, and nobody can change

all the actors stayed on the compound

danced for joy with a beaming smile.

Chan about the divinity of Christ and

us. Live Christian and die Christian—

with us. They had taken a train from

the necessity of His sacrifice. Sometimes

God gives me power to do it!”

their village and didn’t really have

J E S U S F I L M ® TO O L S

anywhere else to go. They sat together

P RO D U C E D S I N C E 1 97 9

Sara and the other voice actors sat

he would stop mid-sentence and say,

99
2,284

a front row seat for watching the beauty of the gospel spring to

in awe as they viewed Magdalena

“I’m sorry, but I think you translated

Daniel is confident the JESUS film will

life in a new heart language.

in their heart language for the first

this wrong. Did Jesus really say that?”

help provide his people with living hope

used the time to talk about Jesus, leading

time. I watched our new friends laugh

The team would smile and say, “Yes.”

in the true story of Jesus. He shared, “If

many of them to faith. Often as a voice

*including JESUS, Magdalena: Released From Shame, Rivka, Walking With

you kill me or not kill me or do anything

actor came into the studio to record his

Jesus, My Last Day, The Story of Jesus for Children

All over the world, people are waiting to hear the
gospel in their own language. Because of the work you
supported in 2017, more than 56 million people no longer
have to wait. We still have much to do. But God is truly
accelerating and blessing our efforts. We are pressing
onward for the day when everyone, everywhere will
know someone who truly follows Jesus.

with delight during some scenes but
also shield their eyes in sadness at

Jesus’ teachings came alive to Chan

to me, I will forgive you like Jesus has

lines, our dialogue director would say,

the Crucifixion. Tears fell down the

like never before. He realized his own

forgiven God’s people. I know that the

“He is a new believer.” By the end of the

women’s faces as they saw Jesus’

hesitancy to give himself to the Lord, yet

JESUS film will change everything. This

week, all but a few actors had decided to

tenderly heal the bleeding woman and

the Lord had given His life to him! With

is what we hope.”

follow Jesus.

offer His hand to the adulteress He

tears in his eyes, Chan repented. He

had forgiven.

said, “I have fallen in love with Jesus.”

Peter

Marli

Abigail

INTERNATIONAL RECORDING
TEAM MEMBER

We all clapped and cheered, and those
who had been praying for Chan had
tears in their eyes.

INTERNATIONAL RECORDING
TEAM MEMBER

INTERNATIONAL RECORDING
TEAM MEMBER

POINT OF CONNECTION
Interested in joining the International

Lionel

Recording Team? Visit arc.gt/ar3 to
learn more about the adventure.

OPERATION SNAPDRAGON
TECHNICIAN, A RECORDING
PARTNER IN INDONESIA
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after meals and talked, and the believers
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“Every time we show JESUS, it has such a profound impact on the
people. Many times people are overcome with emotion as they
watch what Christ did for us. Even people who are drunk sober
STORY

up, and they come forward to accept Christ. Many times, people

Going Where
the Church Is Not

possessed with evil spirits manifest demons during the shows. God

432,076
N E W C H U RC H E S O R G RO U P S P L A N TE D W O RL D W I D E I N 2 0 1 7

is using this film to expand His kingdom.”
HARVEST PARTNER CHURCH-PLANTING TEAM MEMBER

The church grows and expands when believers in Jesus are mobilized
to share their faith—in villages, apartments, homes and factories.
“...They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord
added to their number daily those who were being saved.”

Now They Know Him

ACTS 2:46-47, NIV

N

They Waited
Many cried, but they could not look away.
rudging along dusty footpaths, the church-planting team carried

T

Suddenly the generator ran out of fuel. The movie stopped abruptly.

JESUS film equipment into Zambia’s northwestern province.

The crowd hushed. Seeing no other options, the team members

Once they arrived, they invited the villagers to watch a movie in

promised to show the film the next day after they found more fuel.

their heart language.

But the people refused to leave. Team members began scrambling for
gas. It took more than an hour—but the people remained. The movie

Curious and not knowing what to expect, many villagers came. As

resumed, and 140 people—nearly everyone in attendance—prayed to

they watched they became enamored with Jesus, and their eyes

receive Christ. A new church was planted in that village soon after.

early 4,000 North Indians had migrated to the southernmost
part of India to work in a new power plant. None of them had
heard the gospel, but Jujhar recognized their need for Christ. He
and a group of local believers started sharing the gospel with them
on Sunday nights using Jesus Film® materials.

One Sunday evening Jujhar and his team projected JESUS in Hindi
near the power plant. Drawn by the film, a crowd of people swelled
to 400 viewers. Soon officials at the plant asked Jujhar’s crew to
stop the screening for at least one hour. The plant workers in the
audience had not started their shifts, and JESUS was disrupting the
company’s workflow.

Plant officials told the absent workers to report to their posts, and the
crowd dispersed. The chance to show the film seemed lost.

But after an hour had passed, Jujhar resumed
the showing because the same crowd of 400
had re-gathered to watch JESUS!
The film had moved these people so strongly, they were willing
to lose their jobs to learn about Christ! As a result of this interest,
Jujhar has added a second Hindi worship service at his church—and
attendance continues to multiply.

widened as He was beaten and nailed to a cross.
14
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Reaching Their Neighbors

I

nkar, a worship leader in a Central Asian house church, leases
rooms in her home with the goal of sharing the gospel with renters.
One such renter is Bibigul.

In just three months, the home was bursting at the seams.

Building God’s Church

G

od, show us where you
would have us plant a
church,” Oleg prayed. His team
gathered in agreement and
sought the Lord for their next
step. In that moment their
hearts turned to the poor areas
of Eastern Ukraine.
For three months Oleg and
the rest of the Global Church
Movements team in Ukraine
held weekly prayer marches
in these areas, asking God to
open a door or send them a

16

Jesus Film® tools were broadcast over the
airwaves this past year in record numbers—in
places traditional missionaries could never go.

17.9 Million

P EO P L E RE AC H E D I N 2 0 1 6

leader. Toward the end of one
of the marches, Oleg offered to
pray for a family the team had
met—Petro, Vira and their 11
children. When Petro and Vira
invited Oleg’s team into their
home, it was clear God was
doing something special.
Petro and Vira decided to
follow Christ.
Empowered by the love of God
and with the help of GCM staff,
Petro and Vira started a small
group in their home. They held

regular showings of Magdalena:
Released From Shame and The
Story of Jesus for Children, and
the group rapidly grew—even
their children invited friends
to come.

outside under a makeshift
shelter. As they continue
to meet and show JESUS,
Magdalena and The Story of
Jesus for Children, more people
enter the spiritual conversation.

101 Million
P EO P L E RE AC H E D I N
5 2 C O U N T RI E S I N
9 5 L A N G U AG E S I N 2 0 1 7

In just three months, the home
was bursting at the seams.
People full of joy, connected to
the powerful story of Christ,
crowded into Petro and Vira’s
small home. In the fourth
month with 40 people attending,
the group had to start meeting

“I prayed the salvation prayer at the end of the JESUS movie
and waited for the next week showing, so my family could
pray too. Every week I look forward to watching the movie
with another family member or a friend. Many have prayed
the salvation prayer with me. Praise the Lord!”
- NAVID FROM IRAN, AFTER WATCHING JESUS ON SATELLITE TV

CHANGING LIVES
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One day Inkar was praying outside the home. Bibigul suddenly burst
out of the backdoor sobbing, and then went back in. Inkar went
inside to check on Bibigul.
“Disc,” Bibigul said through tears. “Disc, disc.”
Inkar walked to the television, where the DVD of JESUS was paused
during the Crucifixion scene. She realized Bibigul had been weeping
in response to Christ’s suffering. Inkar explained how His suffering
and death were for their salvation.
They prayed together, and Bibigul accepted Jesus.
Bibigul immediately wanted to share the film with her relatives.
“You really have to see this,” the woman told her family. “I was
watching this.

You have to watch this because He’s
changing—He changed—my life, and He is
able to change your life.”
Inkar now mentors Bibigul in her faith, along with two other renters
Bibigul had talked to about Jesus. Together, Inkar and Bibigul
continue to reach women of the majority religion who have never
heard the good news.
It’s so simple. The story of Jesus presented in a language people can
understand through a medium they can easily follow. He speaks to
their hearts, and their lives are changed. And just like that, you have
helped God’s church expand.
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God is doing a new thing! The gospel is bearing fruit

Historically, for every
®

A Cru Ministry

$1 given to Jesus Film
Project, 10 people are
given a chance to hear

2017 RE TURN ON INVESTMENT

A Worthy
Investment

the gospel.
I N 2 0 1 7 , F O R E V E RY

salesman, He can use anybody!
I invest my money where I can

P E RS O N I N D I C AT E D A D E C I S I O N

get the greatest return–for me,

TO F O L LO W C H RI ST.

¢

D O N AT E D TO J E S U S F I L M ®

that’s Jesus

Film®.”

1,673

and factory workers, landlords and tribal chiefs, old

L A N G U AG E V E RS I O N S O F J E S U S

men and young women—God making all things new.

C O M P L E T E D A S O F A U G U ST 2 0 1 8

Last year, I was able to join a team on the ground
in Ethiopia to share JESUS with the Dasaanach, an

374,667,806

isolated people group. I was there to hear this tribal

TOTA L V I E W S O F

83
1

“If God can use me, a used car

all over the world—new life springing up in students

elder exclaim,

J E S U S F I L M ® TO O L S

“Today, God’s Word has come alive for my people!”

42,118,303

Visit arc.gt/ar4 to watch the Dasaanach respond to

I N D I C AT E D D E C I S I O N S

the gospel on screen.

F O R C H RI ST

Thank you for your willingness to stand with Jesus Film

432,076

Project® to follow through on the vision God has given

M U LT I P LY I N G C H U RC H E S

us. You are truly fueling this work.

O R G RO U P S STA RT E D

DON AND ELECHIA WIMBISH
MINISTRY PARTNERS
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E D ITO RI A L T E A M
E D ITO R I N C H I E F

Julie Sanders

P RO J EC T M A N AG E R

Jessica Jones

C O P Y E D ITO R

Scott Copeland

L AYO U T D E S I G N

Drew Warkentin

C O NT E NT

Donor Reporting Writing Team

C OV E R P H OTO

Scott Pendleton

Jesus Film Project®
100 Lake Hart Drive
Orlando, Florida 32832
(800) 432-1997
info@jesusfilm.org
www.jesusfilm.org
To view online:
www.jesusfilm.org/ar2018
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