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Advance Report
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works…

To Him Goes All the Glory: Partnerships
What a marvelous year this has been! Your partnership has
greatly multiplied the global use of JESUS and other Jesus
Film Project® film resources. More than 1,500 partners,
ministries, churches and denominations are now using
these tools, many as their primary means of evangelism and
church planting. We recently entered into partnership with
Anglican churches worldwide—a direct result of prayer.
They are requesting 250 sets of film-showing equipment.
Never in the history of the church has a global partnership
involving so many ministries been forged, to give people
the gospel in their heart language. And even though 2
billion people have not yet heard of the name of Jesus,

in His time and by His grace they will! Energized by the
hand of God, through partnership, fulfillment of the Great
Commission is in sight! Reaching everyone, everywhere is
possible. What an honor to have a small part in what He
alone is doing. One recent report from a resistant nation
said it well: “Prior to January of 2018, there were only 53 house
churches here. Now we are reaching about 122. Baptisms are
difficult to do in this place because of anti-conversion laws,
and because there is no safe place to do the baptisms. {Yet,
we have} confirmed there are now 4,031 believers and 10,000
seekers besides. There are so many new believers coming to
Christ!” u

A Thousand New Churches Every Day!

During 2017, not only did 42,118,303 people indicate a decision for Christ, but 432,076 churches were planted through
showings of JESUS! It’s happening even when partners and film teams show follow-up films like Walking With Jesus or Rivka.
Wherever the gospel is seen, heard and understood, His Word never returns void! For your vital partnership, thank you! u

Letting Them Hear and Understand in Their Hearts
Through many ministry partnerships, the task of
translating JESUS into the languages of the world was
greatly accelerated in 2018. A major milestone was
reached—the 1,700th translation of JESUS. By the time you
read this report, that number will have grown to 1,730. A
new method was implemented that greatly accelerates
script translation for non-written languages, of which
there are an estimated 4,000. Thus, the time required to
produce a script of JESUS has been reduced from years
or months to a matter of just a few weeks. Because some
speaker populations are small, Single Voice Narration
(SVN) projects—in which one person narrates the entire
film—are highly effective and appropriate using this
strategy. God alone is bringing about this acceleration. He
is working through your faithful partnership, intercession,
and the sacrificial service of countless partners and
workers. Also, during 2018 we obtained the rights to

The Book of Acts, a film for essential discipleship. It’s now
available for viewing online in seven languages. To learn
more, visit jesusfilm.org/boa. It’s been a great year! u

“It is clear that we have but a short time to work here. The Hindu radicals have announced that they are working to
make India completely Hindu by 2021. We know that the gospel MUST cover the whole of India as the waters cover
the sea, so that every person has the opportunity to accept or reject the Lord Jesus.”
—Jesus Film Project staff member

Expanding Online Evangelism and Discipleship
Through your partnership in 2018, the Jesus Film Project
digital platform expanded more than at any time in history. Seven ministry partners now link to the platform,
which makes available films or segments of films in
1,673 different languages. During 2018, these resources
were watched 80,862,362 times!* Viewers were in nearly
every nation on earth, including closed nations where
sharing the gospel is illegal. The Jesus Film Project app
was also downloaded 38,749 times and is proving to be
a profoundly powerful tool to reach into even the most
closed nations. The 2018 connection with God Tools, an
in-depth online spiritual resource, made the app even
more effective. Those who have used the platform report
that virtually everyone agrees to watch when they learn
that JESUS is in their heart language.
* 2018 views on the Jesus Film platform and app are through 10/31/18, YouTube views through 6/30/18. App downloads through 12/31/18.

u

2019—Ask God for Even Greater Progress for the Gospel

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world
as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come” —Matthew 24:14, NIV
Challenge Grants to Inspire You in Year-End Giving
We are in a race. The domain of darkness is mounting
ever greater resistance to the gospel, especially in closed
nations. Despite substantial progress, an estimated 2 billion
people have never heard the name of Jesus, and 4 billion
haven’t understood the gospel. Most of these people still
live in spiritual darkness. To reach them, ministry partners
are adding JESUS film teams at an astounding rate. They
are eagerly using new translations of JESUS as they become
available and, as they are equipped. Reaching everyone,
everywhere is so important that a few generous donors
have issued a challenge-grant to support “End-to-End”
film teams in West Africa and India. (End-to-End teams
consist of a coalition of partners working in tandem to
guide a person through the entire process of evangelism
to discipleship, or from end to end.) These donors have
led the way by giving the first $100,000 and invite you to
join with them, effectively doubling the impact of your
giving. You can support three India End-to-End teams for
a year through your gift of $7,877. Also, for teams in other
parts of the world, you can support a team for a month

through a gift of $1,250, or for an entire year by sending a
gift of $15,000. Teams also need equipment—856 ChurchPlanting Resource Kits have been requested. Each portable
set includes a small projector, speakers, a screen and a solarpower charger. Everything fits into a backpack enabling
them to be taken anywhere. You can provide a waiting team
with one Church-Planting Resource Kit for a gift of $3,240. u

You can’t imagine the excitement that has consumed me. The entire year, we reached over 40,000 people through film
ministry. I remember showing the JESUS film in a community at the compound of a local church. That evening, over
1,500 people came and some rode bicycles over 25 kilometers. The following day, over 1,000 turned up. At the same
time over 2,000 people had gathered at the compound of the other church waiting for us to finish [so they could] show
the film. They were willing to wait and watch until 1:00 a.m.. As we were ending the first film, I stood to make an
altar call. People of all ages stood, over 80 sobbing in tears to receive Jesus. This is where I saw a miracle I had never
seen. Among them was a man with swollen legs and walking using a stick. He had suffered for several weeks with no
solution. I went towards him and asked if he wanted to come to faith in Jesus. He said, ‘yes.’ I led them all in a prayer
of confession and laid hands on his leg and prayed. He received instant healing and threw the stick away. He ran a
distance and came back, fully healed. Another young man who was possessed fell and began to convulse. We prayed,
and the demons left him. I know the power of film ministry. I am and will ever be grateful to you for donating two of
these sets of equipment.”
—Ministry partner in Africa

Let Them Hear and Understand His Love
A new strategy for
script creation is
accelerating
the
pace of JESUS film
translation as never
before. An estimated
4,000 people groups
are waiting to hear
and understand the
gospel for the first
time. You can help
reach them when you
produce the script for one of these unreached language
groups through a gift of $7,500, the first and most critical
step. A $150,000 challenge-grant has been issued for
written language scripts of which 20 are in need of

funding by year’s end. Your gift of $3,750 for a script will be
combined with a gift from the challenge grant in the same
amount for a total of $7,500. More difficult oral language
scripts are also needed, especially for people groups in
Indonesia and India, including some 400 million Muslims.
These scripts need $32,000 per language. To encourage
you, a challenge-grant has been issued of $80,000 for oral
languages. Your gift of $16,000 will be matched with a
second gift of $16,000, thereby giving them JESUS. Once
complete, the actual recording and editing process can
begin, as that funding is received. Support is also needed
for translations of The Life of Jesus (formerly the Book of
John), and follow-up/discipleship films like Walking With
Jesus (Africa) and Following JESUS (India). Film teams from
among more than 1,500 ministry partners await their
release. u

Digital Evangelism

“Though a young couple was fascinated, their ties to their eastern religion were very strong. They did not receive Jesus. Before
leaving, Lee helped them install The Jesus Film Media app on a cell phone. A month later came the news. They watched and
both put their faith in Christ as their Savior. The app enables anyone, anywhere to watch JESUS over and over.”
—Edited staff email report

Saturation Through Technology and the Internet
A new spirit is taking hold in the digital realm. During 2019 we expect to
see a substantial recasting and expansion of Global Digital strategies. The
Jesus Film digital media platform will become far more than a means for
playback and streaming—it will be expanded to become a fully integrated,
robust site for evangelism, with capacity for interaction and chat. As people
watch various segments, in 1,673 different languages, viewers will be able
to comment and ask questions. Trained disciplers will answer questions,
interact, and lead people in prayer. Resources placed on YouTube® have
already experienced 110 million views. These will be promoted, driving
seekers to the Global Digital site where they can be followed up, tracked,
encouraged, and even be given a Bible, digitally. This is a profoundly
effective strategy for closed nations. You can sponsor web evangelism and
discipleship, including live streaming of JESUS and other films for 70,000
people through a gift of $2,800. JESUS will also be shown on television,
especially at Christmas and Easter. You can sponsor one television broadcast,
reaching tens of thousands (on average), for a gift of $5,000. u
To be eligible for a 2018 tax deduction, your gift must be postmarked or transferred by December 31, 2018. Transfers of property,
Donor Advised Funds (DAF), stock and other securities or retirement (IRA) assets must be completed by then as well. DAFs offer
leveraged opportunities. Remember the challenge grant offers: up to $150,000 for written language script translations, $80,000 for
oral languages; film teams in India and West Africa (up to $100,000); and other urgent priorities worldwide (up to $125,000). Thank you!
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